Editorial -Special Issue on Advances in Wool Science and Technology
As you read this special issue of Textile Research Journal (TRJ), I am proud to let you know all the issues of TRJ are quickly catching up to date. Thank you for your patience and understanding over the past year. We have been striving to bring the Journal to your desk and screen on schedule. I feel deeply in debt to all the editorial board members and reviewers around world for their hard work to help bring the Journal back on track with comprehensive reviews in a timely fashion. My appreciation is extended to our authors for contributing high quality papers and responding quickly to queries. I am very grateful to the SAGE production team for their quick and efficient copyediting and typesetting, to the e-publishing team for the rapid online publication and the full support and help of the production editor. The Journal is making great progress towards timely publication.
This special issue, Advances in Wool Science and Technology, contains selected papers presented at the 2006 China International Wool Textile Conference and IWTO Wool Forum held on November 19-21 2006 in Xi'an, which was organized by the International Wool Textile Organization (IWTO), Xi'an Polytechnic University and the Chinese Wool Textile Association. The conference was a high level international meeting with more than 250 experts, scholars and representatives from enterprises in the wool industry from all over the world, who presented the latest developments and discussed the future trends of the industry. Over 315 research papers were received internationally, which covered most aspects of wool textile science and technology, including fiber properties, testing, spinning, weaving and knitting, dyeing and dyestuff, finishing and physical processing technology, trade and supply chain management. From these submissions, 20 research papers were selected to be considered for publication in a special issue of the Textile Research Journal. The papers were critically reviewed by international experts. On the basis of the recommendations of the reviewers, ten research papers were accepted for publication in this special issue.
This special issue aims to identify and report the trends in the frontier of wool textile research. It is very interesting to see a good profile that involves both traditional and new areas of functional wool textiles, including surface modification and characterization of wool fibers, pilling and felting of wool fibers and fabrics, characterization of wool fiber, characterization and application of moisture management wool textiles, thermal insulation properties of wool textiles, and application of wool fibers in purification of indoor air. I sincerely hope that this special issue will contribute to the advancement of wool textile technology and stimulate more research in fiber and textile science.
I would like to thank Dr. Yi Li, the Guest Editor of this special issue for selecting papers and managing the review process and making this special issue possible. Dr. Yi Li is currently working as full Professor at the Institute of Textiles and Clothing, The Hong Kong Polytechnic University. With over 460 scientific publications and more than 30 patents, he is a Fellow of the Textile Institute, Life Fellows of International Biographical Association and the Royal Society of Art, Commerce and Manufacturing, and adjunct Professors of four universities in China and a member of several professional bodies. He has won more than 26 awards on research papers, patent inventions, technology transfer and scholarships and serves as member of a number of research committees such as AATCC and ASTM. We wish him continuous success in his future endeavors.
As all the 2007 issues of TRJ are now online, I believe you will see a great improvement in our service to you. We have a new online submission system, SAGETRACK, which allows authors to see the status of their paper at every stage of the process and reviewers are able to review the manuscripts online, making the time to publication even quicker. Please look at the website and set up your author or reviewer account at: http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/textile-research. If you have any further suggestions and concerns about TRJ, please let me know.
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